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Some of the Things that Bring us Together 
 

Sharing what we can with those who 
haven’t enough 
 
 
 
 
The Queen’s 
Jubilee, 
respect for her extraordinary stability and service  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The church families to which we 

belong: Jessica proudly leading us 
out with Charlotte’s Baptism candle
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“Money can buy a house, but not a home; a bed, but not rest; food, but 
not an appetite; medicine, but not health; information, but not wisdom; 
thrills, but not joy; associates, but not friends; servants, but not loyalty; 
flattery, but not respect.”                                                               Pat Williams 
There are lots of variations of this quote on the internet and quite 
interesting comments too along the lines of 'Yes; easy to say if you have 
money.  Money helps a lot with life!' Only people with plenty of money 
can say ‘It’s only money’ as though it doesn’t matter. Yes, the best things 
in life aren’t things - as Fr John so beautifully reminds us in his letter. But 
more and more people are finding that without enough money the 
necessary things in life are no longer affordable. Simon tells us of his 
foodbank work, and the local charities update us on help available here. 
Meanwhile, as George points out, others are still living in unimaginable 
luxury – and the gap is growing wider. Where is the justice in money? 
The Queen’s Jubilee reminds us of the value of being God’s Child, and of 
the Old Testament principle of Jubilee, radical and challenging. How can 
we use and even bank money in a just manner? And what does Jesus say 
about money? Read on… 

                        M.E. and BNW 
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The Currency of Real Life 
Dear Friends, 
I write this letter having just watched the evening news bulletin on 
television with coverage of the cost-of-living crisis looming large. Also 
clear in my mind are words from the introduction to our last FITM: 
‘Poverty is a growing issue, a blot on the conscience of a country which 
has sufficient wealth for all to live comfortably, if it were more equitably 
distributed.’ With such a reality in our midst, this edition will explore 
various angles of the theme: ‘Just Money’ in, no doubt, its usual 
accessible and engaging way. 
For my few words, I would like to focus a little on three things no money 
can buy: Faith, Family and Friends.  
Recently, I experienced my first funeral held in our little chapel of St. 
Wulstan’s, Kings Arms Lane. It was the Requiem Mass for our dear friend 
and parishioner, Peter. The regular Catholic congregation gathered as 
friends and family to support Peter’s son, Paul. Photographs of the wider 
family of years gone by, those who had gone before, were placed on the 
coffin at the beginning of the Mass, along with two key symbols of the 
Christian Family, a bible and cross, the latter belonging to Peter himself. 
We gave praise and thanks to God in the celebration of the Mass and 
commended the loving soul of Peter to God’s great mercy and sought 
comfort and strength for Paul.  
Paul in his few words about his Dad’s life at the end of Mass, and before 
the Commendation, said that in his father’s formative years of life it 
would have been unheard of for Christians of different denominations to 
share use of a church building for worship in the way that we do at St. 
Wulstan’s. Again, something money cannot buy and very much on the 
lines of Faith, Family and Friends. 
On leaving church, we processed up the lane to the hearse, the 
congregation followed. In a natural and spontaneous way everyone, who 
was able, choose to walk behind the hearse on the short journey to 
Alston Cemetery where we met a few more locals wanting to pay their 
respects. I was moved by this gesture of accompanying Peter and Paul on 
this next part of the journey for the Prayers of Burial. Peter was laid to 
rest in peace near to the bench in the lovely cemetery where he and Paul 
would often sit to rest a while when out on one of their many walks. 
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Then we gathered as family and friends for tea, coffee, biscuits, live 
music, looking at photographs and having a good chat in honour of our 
dear friend, Peter. 
Such an experience of Faith, Family and Friends money, indeed, cannot 
buy. Such a gathering, I believe, is typical of the Faith, Family and 
Friendships of Alston Moor. This is the stuff and currency of real life in 
this world and resembles something of the next life in its harmony. For 
all of this, I simply thank God! 

My best wishes to you all for these summer months, 
Fr. John 

A Lifeline for So Many 
Hello. My name’s Simon; I’m a friend of Bar’s and she’s asked me to write 
a few words about our work at Bedford Foodbank.  We’re open every 
weekday, in different parts of the town; our busiest days are Fridays, 
when I’m on duty. 
 

A couple of weeks ago, before we opened up, there was a knock at the 
door.  It was a bit early but I answered it; a 
smartly dressed lady was standing there.  
“Hello.  Can I help?” I asked. 
 

“Yes, I wonder if you can.  I’m terribly 
sorry, but I’m afraid I haven’t eaten 
anything for three days.” 
 

Of course, we helped. 
 

Cases as shocking as that aren’t the norm, but they’re not unusual either.  
Most of our clients are people who find they have too much month left 
at the end of the money.  In the past few weeks, I’ve spoken to a 
gentleman on a zero hours contract, who had had just three hours’ work 
that week (he and his wife have three children); a lady who had lost her 
job, had nothing in the bank, and who had to wait five weeks before her 
benefits came through; and the mother of a young family who could only 
afford the rent for a single room in a shared house (her husband works 
but is on the minimum wage).  Then there was the young Polish lady who 
lives with her husband and little daughter in a studio flat.  He earns £700 
a month; their rent is (wait for it) £700 a month – which is about 
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standard for around here.  She had applied for benefits to help and her 
English is good, but because she misunderstood part of the application 
form, she was sanctioned and was told she would receive nothing. 
 

I said Fridays are our busiest days; every Friday, we’re giving out two 
tonnes of food and feeding up to 250 people.  That’s just on Fridays.  The 
food parcels are pretty much the same sort of thing as you’d buy to last 
you four or five days.  We’re giving parcels to some 1400 people a month 
now; in 2019 it was around 650.  And a third of our clients are children. 
 

People are very generous.  We’re well supported financially (lots of 
foodbanks aren’t), and gifts in kind of food, toiletries, nappies, sanitary 
products and so on are holding up well – but we’re now having to spend 
between £3000 and £4000 on food every month.  Over the past three 
years, our annual budget has risen from around £75,000 to £175,000.     
 

Will it get easier?  I wish I could say yes, but financial downturns hit the 
poor very hard.  Basic foodstuffs have risen in price far more than the 
average rate of inflation; gas and electricity have gone through the roof; 
benefits have not kept pace with the rising cost of living.  Foodbanks 
should not exist but they’re a lifeline for so many people.  And so many 
children.  I’m one of our Foodbank’s trustees; as a group, we’re 
anticipating the upward trend in numbers will continue.  Goodness 
knows how many people we’ll be feeding in December. 
 

Please continue to support your local foodbank and please keep them 
and their clients in your prayers.  And please pray for us and for the 
people we help, too. 
 

God bless, and thanks for reading.                                            Simon Danes 
 

Helping others on the Moor 
You may be unaware that there is a specific charity that can provide 
financial help to those in 'hardship or distress' living on Alston Moor.  It 
may be that help is needed with financial difficulties, health issues, 
disabilities, funeral expenses, vocational training or other essential things 
for which help is not otherwise available. The minute book of the Charity 
records show that over time the amount given has increased according 
to need. The grant can under normal circumstances be up to £250. 
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We can also direct applicants to other appropriate grant giving bodies. 
If you are unable to heat your home, feed your family, or pay your rent, it 
can lead to insecurity, stress and decrease in quality of life. Alston United 
Charities in the past may have helped that person who felt marginalized 
or stressed for reasons other than straightforward monetary hardship- a 
piece of equipment for a deaf person, or it may have been some 
vocational training for someone who needs to change direction in life. 
This sort of 'quality of life' need can still be supported, but more and 
more applications are coming from families struggling to find enough 
money for food, energy or rent. This change has occurred since 
lockdown, so not only have the number of applications multiplied, but 
the needs that dominate relate to poverty in its simplest form. 
You can access the charity by downloading the simple application form 
from: www.alstonmoorcofe.org.uk or telephone 01434 382558. If you 
can't download the form, please contact us by e-mail or the telephone 
number above. 
We have limited funds with increasing needs in the community. We 
would therefore also appeal to anyone that feels able to contribute to 
the funds, to please contact us on the same e-mail and telephone 
number. We use 100% of all donations to provide relief to those suffering 
hardship on Alston Moor. Furthermore we can increase the donation by 
25%  from any tax payer making a donation via 'Gift Aid', also any 
company that makes a donation can claim tax relief on the amount given. 
Please do consider this local charity if reviewing your charitable giving. 
We thank all of those that have contributed in the past and in 
anticipation of those that may now consider doing so. 
 
     Trustees of Alston United Charities 

Other local charities  
All these charities can respond within a few days, unless otherwise 
stated. 

Cumbria (Alston, Garrigill, Nenthead) 
Fairhill Estates Charity: help with financial hardship, also educational 
needs for over 25s. To apply: get the application form from Alston Local 
Links, or https://alstonmoor.org/activities-2/#fairhill-charity  
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Alston Food Bank: discreetly supplies three days worth of food, up to 3 
times per year. To apply: Phone 07890 345901, or email 
alstonfoodbank@gmail.com 
Alston with Garrigill Educational Endowment (including Nenthead): 
educational needs, from secondary school age to 25. Apply to: Samuel 
Kings School. 
Garrigill Old School Foundation (Garrigill residents only: trustees meet 
2x/year): grants for educational, recreational and other activities.  
To apply: phone 01434 382558 or email 
GarrigillOS@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk  

Northumberland (Knarsdale, Slaggyford, Kirkhaugh) 
Knarsdale United Charities and Kirkhaugh John Stephenson Charity: 
grants for people in need or hardship, or with exceptional one-off 
expenses. 
Kirkhaugh Educational Charity: grants for educational purposes 
(including social/ physical training) to under 25s who live, or whose 
parents live, in the area.  
To apply: phone 01434 382558, email charities@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk 
or get an application form from www.alstonmoorcofe.org.uk/charities  
 

Taxes, Temple, and Taking it with You 
Jesus had some pretty famous things to say about money. A dig down 
into the Bible context leads to a depth of meaning which can both 
challenge and comfort a modern-day disciple. 
 

Show me the money 
A silver denarius used to pay the Roman Tax 

 

Jesus saying ‘render unto Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to God 
what belongs to God’ sounds like a clever way of not being tricked into 
advocating breaking his faith’s rules or the occupying forces rules. But his 
Jewish audience would know that EVERYTHING belongs to God, so could 
take it as freedom to dodge! More importantly, his clear division 
between God and Caesar was defying the authority’s requirement that 
all subjects should see Caesar as a god. What seems to be about money 
is really theology: there is only one God, and it isn’t Caesar! 
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Den of Thieves 
 

Changing money from one currency 
to another without making a profit 
or a loss could never have been 
easy, but from Jesus’ encounter in 
the temple, we know some weren’t 
even trying to play fair. Whether it 
was the exchange rate the poor 
pilgrims received for the ‘clean’ money, or the amount of that currency 
they then had to pay for animals to sacrifice, Jesus was having none of it. 
I wonder who he’d call a den of thieves today? 
 

The parable of the rich farmer, who built bigger barns only to have no 
use for them in death (Luke 12, 13-21) is the epitome of ‘You can’t take it 
with you.’  But verse 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward God” hints at one of the 
trickiest parables in Jesus’ repertoire.  
 

The Shrewd Steward (Luke 16) 
 

Following this parable Jesus 
famously concludes ‘you cannot 
love God and be enslaved to 
money.’ (v13) But the story also 
makes very clear how we might 
use wealth wisely – and in a 
JUST way. The debts owed to the master were for oil and wheat – staples 
which he should not have been charging tax or interest. The amount the 
steward took off the bills was the unethical profit, making the deal 
righteous in terms of the Jewish law. So he was making his master look 
good as well as making friends by treating people properly. Some 
versions call this the parable of the repentant steward – because he 
turned himself around and did what was right with the resources at his 
command. ‘Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make 
friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will welcome you to 
an eternal home.’ (v9) You might say, ‘you can take it with you, but only 
if you convert it into a currency that is valid in Heaven.’   

                      BNW 
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 Precious Childhood 
We are familiar with children counting the days even ‘sleeps’ to their next 
birthday. Young voices from Nenthead Primary School recently spoke to me 
of this kind of ‘impatience’, “When I was in KS1 I was impatient to go into 
KS2. Now I’m in KS2 I’m impatient to go to my next school.”  
In a ’misplaced’ attempt to restrain this urgency I tried this perspective; that 
‘the child’ you are now travels with you and - is always at the centre of 
things - always important.  
This thinking became even more significant to me when making a selection 
of photographs for a farewell funeral service. Through this privileged, 
moving process I came to know someone, more deeply, more personally, 
than any conversation could ever reveal. And now when I visit her in my 
thoughts, I meet the bright faced child – filled with expectation and promise.  
With the approaching Platinum Jubilee and another display in mind I visited 
photographs of the Queen Elizabeth from childhood to today and met her 
differently. I saw Elizabeth – the child. Her openness - 
exuberance yet to be translated into unerring service: 

born into expectation and 
requirement, surrounded by 
majestic heritage, regal 
pomp and circumstance. So 
much on such young 
shoulders carried with discretion, fortitude, dignity 
and selflessness. The child has not gone away; 
Elizabeth the child - the daughter remains present 
to us today. 

More photos p 2 
I find the most poignant words of scripture are when I feature as a child, 
when I feel the parental touch of God:  Here, I am embraced without 
hesitation, without limitation, without judgment, without recrimination –  I 
feel entire, restored, and at peace.                                                                                         
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!“ [1John 3 2-5]     
“You are my child I am your Father and I love you with a perfect love.”        
 [Isaiah 43 1-4/Hymns Old and New 111 v 5] 
Could this be how we should meet others at all times, as a precious child - 
just like us?                                                                                                         MH 
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No David, but you have plenty for all of us! Ed 
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 Walking with Micah 
– A Project of The Methodist Church UK 

 
It’s hard to avoid the call to justice in the bible.  I wonder what springs to 
mind for you?  Perhaps it is the call of the prophets or the laws to protect 
widows, orphans and strangers.  Or perhaps it’s the way in which Jesus 
deliberately overturned the world’s expectations, drawing the poorest 
and most marginalised into the centre.  Or perhaps you are inspired by 
the vision of God’s Kingdom. 
 
I, along with many others, have always been stirred by the words of the 
prophet Micah.  When asked how God wanted his people to worship, to 
respond to God’s love, Micah replies: 
 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
Acting justly (as God does) and loving mercy (or loving in the way that 
God loves) are at the heart of becoming more like God.  And we learn 
this by walking humbly alongside God.   
 
For Christians, therefore, acting in ways that increase justice, promote 
fairness and right relationship, and tackle injustice is part of our 
discipleship. 
 
But as humans we find that “justice” isn’t a simple concept.  Some things 
we can agree on – poverty isn’t good, people shouldn’t face 
discrimination because of their ethnicity, climate change is happening.  
The challenges often come when we get into more detail, or try to decide 
how to respond.  Then there are some issues where there is little 
agreement at all.  There are Christians in all the major political parties, 
for example, all trying to “do justice”.   We have different lenses, 
priorities, experiences and understandings of what justice means and 
looks like. 
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So if we truly believe that we are called to “act justly” and to be a justice-
seeking Church, then how can we recover our passion for justice amidst 
all the pressures we face, find ways of speaking and acting together, and 
make justice real in our communities? 
 
The Methodist Church has set up – Walking with Micah: Methodist 
Principles for Social Justice – to explore what it means to be a justice-
seeking church.  To find out more about the project as it develops, watch 
the Methodist Justice Lecture by former Prime Minster, Gordon Brown, 
which launched the project, and sign up for updates about getting 
involved, visit https://www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah/ 
 

Rachel Lampard MBE  
(Rachel is heading up the project. Her article has been edited. ME) 

 
When You Can’t Turn on the Tap 
Where did the idea come from David? 
Methodist Oversees Development charity 
became ‘All We Can,’ and one cause they 
asked us to help with was clean water. It’s 
a sobering thought that people have to 
walk miles for water – we take it for 
granted that we can turn on a tap. 
Why Limp for Water? 
Well, I can’t walk! After Captain Tom’s 
100 walks round his garden, my 100 Ties 
and Tunes last year I thought I’d walk 100 
minutes, a circuitous route round town, 
carrying a bucket all the way. I’ve done it 
2 or 3 times now.  They sent me the T Shirt with ‘next steps’ on the back 
and All We Can on the front, to advertise as I limp! 
 
If you would like to support David Pepin’s Limp for Water please see his 
facebook page here https://www.facebook.com/Limp-for-Water-
104442272213859 with a link to his JustGiving Fundraising page.     BNW 
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ALSTON PHARMACY
For all your medical 
and toiletry needs

Front Street, Alston
Tel: 01434 381259
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WRIGHT Bros (COACHES) Ltd
Central Garage, Nenthead

Coach services to Newcastle, Penrith,
Keswick, Carlisle & Hexham

33 to 57 seater & executive coaches 
available for hire

Tel: 01434 381200

JH Henderson & Sons LTD 
The Garage, Alston 

 

Any make of car serviced, 
MOTs, Exhausts, Tyres, 

Batteries, Calor Gas, Accessories 
Cement, Sand & Gravel, Compost 

 

Tel: 01434 381204 & 381265 
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Church Contact Details 
METHODIST 
Interim Superintendent Minister: Rev David Milner   
(day free of duties: Friday) 1 Lamley Gardens, Penrith. CA11 9LR  
 01768 863209 dave@revmilner.plus.com  
 Circuit Pastor (part time): Rev Keith Speck (day free of duties: Saturday) 

The Manse, Kirkoswald, Penrith, CA10 1EW 
 01768 898257      keithspck1@gmail.com 

Church Stewards: 
Mr John de la Mare      01434 382338 

  www.eastofedenmc.org.uk facebook.com/alstonmoormethodistchurch  

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
Parish Priest: Fr John Winstanley (usual day off: Monday) 

St Catherine's Rectory, Drovers Lane, Penrith CA11 9EL 
 01768 862273      penrithrc@btinternet.com  

Local Contact: Anne & Paul Parkin  01434 381704 
 www.stcatherinepenrith.org.uk  

QUAKERS 
 Carol Graham    01388 517145  hillhouseeast@yahoo.co.uk 

Antony Christie    01434 381633   antonychristie@aol.com 
Kate Webb    01434 381562   kate.webb@yahoo.co.uk  

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
Vicar: the Revd Mark Nash-Williams (usual day off: Monday) 

The Parsonage, Brampton Road, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3AA 
 01434 382558      vicar@alstonmoorcofe.org.uk  

 
Churchwardens:            
 Alston Andy Morsman 382251 Neil Willmott 381509 
 Garrigill Vacant - Contact Alston wardens above 
 Kirkhaugh Richard Graham 381367   
 Knaresdale Irene Boyles 381388 Carol Grieves 382472 
 Nenthead David Robinson 381102 Madeleine Harris 382144 
 Lambley George Forster 07894 

472256 
  

  www.alstonmoorcofe.org.uk     facebook.com/alstonmoorchurches 
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Methodist Services 
 

Services are at 11am in St Wulstan's unless indicated otherwise.   
In June the church is marking Bible Month by focusing on  
the book of Isaiah.  
 

 5 Pentecost and Platinum Jubilee Jan Blackshaw 
and at 5 pm at The Hive, Nenthead  Pennine Praise 

 12 Trinity  Bible Month - 'Tough Love'   David Pepin 
 19 Father's Day Bible Month - 'Light to the World'   

including Holy Communion   Mary Elliot  
and at 6 pm at St Cuthbert's, Great Salkeld  
                 Easter Offering Service 

 26 Bible Month - 'Faithful Servant'  Dave Milner 
 
An Ecumenical House Group meets fortnightly.   
Contact John and Pauline de la Mare for details. (382338) 

 
 

 Quaker Meeting for Worship  
 

Quaker Meeting for Worship continues to take place  
every FOURTH SUNDAY of the month at 10.30am, throughout the year.  

Also throughout the summer months on the SECOND WEDNESDAY  
of the month at 10.30 – 11.30. 

 
We would warmly welcome anyone who would like to join us for an hour of 
silent, reflective worship at these times.  See p23 
 

 
 

Roman Catholic Mass  
 

Every Saturday, 6pm Vigil Mass 

Confession available from 5.30pm 
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Mad Hatters Hardware
HARDWARE KEY CUTTING

GARDENINGD-I-Y TOOLS

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING ACCESSORIES

GIFTS

SMALL HOUSEHOLD ELECTRICALS

FOR HIRE
The RUG DOCTOR Carpet Cleaning
Now available from £22.99 per day rental

Here to stay Mad Hatters Hardware
come and browse

Helpful staff, if we don’t have it
we will try to get it no item too small

Delivery service available within Alston Moor area
Free delivery on orders over £15

2 Front Street, Alston Tel:01434 382991
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Traditional Forgework
Restoration a Speciality

Stove Repair - Fire Grates
Welding - Fabrication - Engineering

Tool Sharpening and Repairs

Tel / Fax: 01434 382194
Mark@fearn2620.freeserve.co.uk

M FEARN & SON (BLACKSMITHS)
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Gathering with Friends 
ALSTON QUAKER MEETING HOUSE SUMMER MEETINGS FOR WORSHIP 

  We hold a monthly ‘Meeting for Worship’ on the FOURTH SUNDAY of 
the month from 10.30 – 11.30 am throughout the year.  But a couple of 
years ago (pre-Covid!), we decided to also hold a mid- month, mid- week 
meeting throughout the summer months on the SECOND WEDNESDAY of 
the month at 10.30 – 11.30.  The hope was that this may attract people 
to come who perhaps have other commitments – faith or social 
commitments! – on a Sunday morning.   Quaker Meetings, for those who 
have never attended before, are open to all of whatever faith, creed or 
absolutely none to  come together in silence in a quiet, simple place to 
seek inward stillness and reflective peace. ‘Meditation’ and ‘Mindfulness’ 
are quite trendy buzz words at the moment but the Quakers have been 
quietly doing this for over 300 years! 

The Quakers – or Society of Friends – do not have any outward religious 
trappings or creeds, or set prayers or formal Ministers. Indeed, anyone 
can ‘Minister’ if they feel moved to do so and share their thoughts and 
reflections with the Meeting. We do have one sign on the wall; it says – 

“Thou Shalt....... decide for yourself” 

We would warmly welcome anyone from the area to join us in our 
historic Meeting House dating back to 1732 at either, or both, of these 
monthly Meetings.  Recently we have been considering whether, in fact, 
a weekday morning is a good time to meet or not, as many people may 
have work or family commitments then.  We wonder if an evening 
Meeting midweek would be a more suitable time for people who would 
like to attend?   If anyone reading this has views on the subject, I would 
be very grateful if you could let me know by phoning 01388 517145 so 
we can best meet the needs of those who would be interested in 
attending the Alston Meeting. 

In Friendship, 

Carol Graham. 

Co – Convenor Alston Meeting 
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News from St. Augustine’s 
After so many months of closed and empty churches, it’s been great to get 
back to meeting together in person for regular services.  

The possibility of joining in online – a real lifeline during lockdown – is still 
valuable now, and is used regularly by members of the congregation who 
are unable to attend church in person. It also enables friends from further 
afield to join in worship with us. (There are, admittedly, sometimes glitches 
with the technology, but we are looking into ways to improve the set-up, so 
please bear with us. If you have the skills to help, do get in touch).  

Despite the usefulness of “Zoom”, however, it’s still 
not the same as meeting in person. In recent weeks 
it’s been a pleasure to welcome visitors to Alston 
who have joined us for services or for Evening 
Prayer. To be able to pray with Christians from 
other parts of the country and from other 
denominations. 

On Sunday 15th May we were very pleased to 
welcome into church friends and family of little 
Charlotte for her baptism. A baptism is a joyful 
occasion and one for friends and families to 
celebrate, although Charlotte herself seemed 
rather less than impressed by the proceedings and 

made her feelings known very vocally! Of course, she’s much too young to 
understand the significance of what was happening, but we hope and pray 
that it will be the start of her journey of faith and that as she grows up, 
surrounded by the love of her family, 
she will learn how much God loves her.  

Lizzie Smith 
 

Big Sister Jessica was very helpful 
throughout the whole service, and 

seemed very much at home. 
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St Mary & St Patrick, Lambley 
We are going through some exciting times at Lambley. With the easing of 
lockdown we were lucky to have some new additions to our congregation, 
including Michael and Yvonne, who are due to be married in our church in 
July; Kathryn, who has moved into the village and Christine, also a local 
resident. They have all been a great support to our church and now we are 
very pleased that Kathryn and Christine have stepped up to be our new 
Churchwardens. George has done a sterling job of being Churchwarden for 
several years but pressure of work, especially over the last two years, and 
the fact that the family have moved further away, made it difficult for him to 
be as ‘hands on’ as he would have liked. We are very grateful to him for all 
he has done, and will continue to do, to help our church community thrive 
and grow. Christine and Kathryn are already making their mark; the 
churchyard is benefiting from Christine’s gardening skills, and Kathryn has 
spent a lot of time sprucing up the interior. They are also turning their minds 
to future fundraising events and there are some interesting ideas in the 
pipeline - watch this space!!  

Daryl Hodgson 

News from St Jude’s 
I hope you are enjoying this lovely warm sunshine, and that it lasts for all 
our summer activities.  

The next Coffee Stop on Saturday 28th May will be a very special one: for 
the first time we present two of our most popular events - Coffee Stop 
together with our Plant Sale. Looking forward to seeing many of you there. 

The 3rd June is the start of our Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations. An 
afternoon tea with entertainment by the Ukes Akimbo, although this is a 
free event any contribution to the tea table would be much appreciated. On 
Saturday evening 4th June an all age Disco with a bar only £5. Children free. 
There will be not one, but two disc jockeys to liven up the dancing! On 
Sunday 5th June we will wind up with a Big Breakfast, which is free, if you 
would like to make a donation, this will all go to the Ukraine appeal. Enjoy 
this fabulous weekend much of which is sponsored by the Knarsdale Estate, 
they will among other things supply the breakfast food on Sunday, the 
entertainment ‘Disco’ on Saturday, raffles, all the party plates, cups, bunting 
etc. Numerous things that go towards a fab weekend. A big thank you to 
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them for their kindness and generosity. We have had lots of response of 
help from locals. We must not forget our fabulous Hall, without which none 
of this could happen; they are also paying for the Ukes Akimbo 
entertainment. All we need now is for you all to support this event. 

Sunday 12th June is our next church service at 3pm: if it’s anything like 
previous afternoon services it has attracted a much larger congregation. This 
appears to be the right way to move forward for our church.  

We no longer have a treasurer in Saint Jude’s, but the books and the system 
are in excellent order thanks to our retiring excellent treasurer. If anyone 
would like to take on this important and gratifying task please get in touch 
with either The Rev Mark or the Churchwardens. We would be very grateful 
and you would be most welcome whether you come to church or not. This is 
an easy system and need not take a lot of time. We continue this coming 
year with our two Churchwardens Carol Grieves and Irene Boyles, who will 
be sworn in by the Bishop at a ceremony next month.  

Stay safe and look after each other, 

God Bless.           Irene Boyles. 
 

The Year of Jubilee 
We’re all celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee, but where does the word 
come from? The Old Testament shows us the origins of the idea – but it 
wasn’t a great celebration for those with loads of wealth! Every 50 years, 
all accrued wealth had to be redistributed: Every fiftieth year, all leased 
or mortgaged lands were to be returned to their original owners, and all 
slaves and bonded labourers were to be freed (Lev 25.10). When Jubilee 
year was due, people would carefully give out wealth to their friends and 
family so they didn’t appear to have too much when the great levelling-
up happened. You might say it was first example of inheritance tax 
avoidance! The prophets’ constant call for justice and ‘the year of the 
Lord’s favour’ are evidence that this Jubilee principle was rarely 
honoured. The Bible’s constant call to make resources available to those 
in poverty is up against the reluctance of humans to relinquish wealth 
and power. As poverty grows by the day, our PCC is looking at its 
charitable giving: what steps are we taking to share what we have?  

BNW 
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A Better Way to Decide 
 

The New World Mission Fund Grants Committee  
(The Methodist Church U.K.) 

 

It had never occurred to me that there might be a better way to decide 
which applicants receive limited grant funds until the Methodist Church 
UK changed the way it allocates the donated money set aside for global 
needs. 
This new World Mission Fund Grants Committee is an example of what it 
means to share power (from a British perspective). It has changed from a 
former membership of mostly British people to a committee where the 
vast majority of members are from our global Partner Churches. This is a 
unique and exciting departure using new ways of communicating in 
order to gather people together globally to make decisions about grants.  
The committee has 11 members, with representation from the regions of 
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe, the Americas, the Methodist Church in 
Britain and the Methodist Church in Ireland. The committee meets online 
so has limited negative impact on the environment. With its global 
membership this means that participants are meeting at different times 
of day. For example, when it is midnight in Fiji, it’s midday in Britain and 
6am in Peru. 
"The global representation of this small committee demonstrates that 
there is no 'them and us', rather it is a ‘who is my neighbour?’ It is about 
your cousin" explains the Chair of the Global Relationships Committee, 
the Revd Jennifer Smith.                                                                                M.E. 
 

to all our treasurers and fundraising teams: 
Methodists – Peter Gibson 
Lambley - Sarah Forster 
Knaresdale - Kim Boyce (for a few weeks until 
we find a replacement) 
Kirkhaugh - Pat Henderson 
Alston - Julie Coonan 
Nenthead - Peter Venus 
Garrigill, and the PCC - Vivienne Cullens 
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Having Money 
‘God doesn’t mind you having money; he minds money having you.’ The 
LOVE of money may be the root of all evil, but the money itself is not. 
Whether you are one of the Haves, the Have Nots, or even the Have 
Yachts, you are as much God’s precious child as any other. The Bible’s 
famous ‘bias to the poor’ doesn’t mean the rich are excluded. Jesus’ 
compassion for the rich young ruler in Mark chapter 10 shows Jesus 
knew how people could be burdened by wealth. He still loved him. 
The World Service has been running an interesting series about money 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct42d8 including the psychology 
of money, the anxiety, the need for a healthy attitude to it. They 
advocate finding something to be grateful for and really enjoy that little 
thing. Ground yourself in something more tangible than numbers in an 
account. As Christians we know ‘the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in 
it,’ so all our resources are on loan anyway. Our possessions don’t 
possess us. Pray for those who are sleepless from too little or too much. 

BNW 
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A Prayer 
for those who can no longer cope 

 
O lover of the loveless, 
hold close those who feel they do not deserve to be loved. 
 
O protector of the defenceless, 
keep safe those who can no longer defend themselves. 
 
O friend of the friendless, 
walk beside those who are alone. 
 
O comforter of the distressed, 
give solace to those who scream silently with inner pain. 
 
O helper of the helpless, 
give strength to those who have none. 
 
O encourager of the despairing, 
give hope to those who feel there is no hope. 
 
O rescuer of the abandoned, 
be near to those who feel even you have abandoned them. 
 
O Saviour of the lost,  
rescue those who are missing. 
 
O Father of all, 
gather into your arms all of your children and may they be 
aware of your love enfolding them for evermore. 
 
Amen. 

Sarah Glover 
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 All Mod Cons?  
Home ownership has ling been a bone of contention between those who 
use property as a means of investment for profit and those who must 
rent at ever-increasing costs. Two of our readers have been mulling over 
what a property needs to be a good home.  
George started by reminding us of the biblical imperative to ‘give freely 
to fellow-Christians in want, never grudging a meal or bed to those who 
need them.’ (Rom 12) 
In his early years he was made homeless on more than one occasion, 
once when his mother could no longer afford for him to stay at home, so 
he must leave school to earn money. Much later George and Liisa and 
family had to lodge with his mother – but the man who owned the home 
they lived in married someone else so she and they had to find 
somewhere else. Friends and God provided an opportunity, and in 
contrast to these days, his mother was able to buy. Fortunately the 
company George worked for gave him an office, until thanks to her Mum 
they were able to buy their first bungalow.  
George found this property for 
sale in Hexham – four bedrooms 
and amazing interior, at 
£495,000. We remarked that you 
couldn’t get a garage for that in 
London! The inequality between 
North and South makes property 
so unaffordable in the capital 
that homelessness is inevitable. 
Helen and I got together in response to the ‘knitting for homeless people’ 
campaign last year. She told me how hard she finds it to visit cities, even 
towns like Hexham these days, seeing homeless people begging, with 
signs saying ‘hungry and homeless.’ Friends from the bigger cities had 
told her ‘never give money,’ but when you meet that individual person 
it’s hard to know how best to respond.  
But poverty and neglect are not just about money – we spoke of families 
we knew who had more money than us at times, yet the pressures of 
drugs, family breakdown, and chaotic lifestyles meant they could not 
feed their families.  
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Helen remembered moving from the town where she grew up because 
they couldn’t afford property there, the nearest house they could get – 
with all mod cons – was never a home, so they moved ‘to the middle of a 
field’ in Kirkhaugh!’ No gas, electric etc, but idyllic in some ways. Just 
being in the country not a town was worth the ‘privations.’ Sadly a fire 
meant they had to do it up to sell, and move to somewhere smaller. They 
up-dated the services in their new home, yet delight in the fact that the 
previous family loved it, and felt it was a brilliant place to live as a child.  
Although we thought real poverty was on the increase, there is a sense 
that people are supported by friends and neighbours, and there is help 
available. 

George Mullard, Helen Robinson and BNW 

 
Ethical 
Banking  

Some banks 
specialise in ethical 
investment – not 
property for profit, 
but housing 
associations with 

just policies, green energy development, and companies with principles 
that you can agree with. A basic search online leads to a bewildering 
range, so it pays to read the small print. 
Sites like ‘The Ethical Consumer’ are a good place to start: 
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/money-finance/choosing-ethical-
independent-financial-advisor 
https://www.ethicalmoney.org 
https://www.castlefield.com 
Occasional lists like the top ten ethical investment specialists can help: 
https://good-with-money.com/2022/02/04/top-11-ethical-financial-
advisers/ 
Some of us have been members of Triodos for decades: 
https://www.triodos.co.uk 
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Faith in the Moor is printed by Penrith Posters: 
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About ‘Faith in the Moor’ 
This Magazine is a ‘Churches Together’ publication.  It aims to share 
information useful to regular and occasional churchgoers, to the wider 
community, and to tourists and visitors. It reflects the life of the faith 
community in our corner of the North Pennines. Here people encourage, 
celebrate and debate their faith.  
The different Christian churches who create 
this magazine get along very well, and work 
together in a spirit of openness and mutual 
regard. Faith in the Moor welcomes input in 
harmony with this open Christian Faith. Also 
from those whose spirituality is not focussed on 
a particular religion, and those whose faith is in 
the Moor itself; its people, its uniqueness, its 
future. We support whatever enriches our 
community here.  

 

July Theme: ‘Dare to Dream’  
Deadline: please send copy by  

Wed 22nd June 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to advertise please contact the eds. Send either the ad you 
want included, or the wording you want us to format for you, with your contact 
details, and what size you want the ad. Small images are possible too.  
Please include your payment for our treasurer, either cash or cheques made 
payable to ‘The Parish of Alston Moor Parochial Church Council’ 
Or by bacs – for bank details please contact the eds. 
 

If you would like a large print copy please contact us above. 
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Samuel King’s 
School 

Invitation 

We’d like to invite any 
children in years 4 and 5 
to our Open Evening at 
Samuel King’s School. 
 

The Open Evening is on Monday 27th June 2022 
between 5.30pm and 7.30pm  
Everyone is welcome. 
 

We are also holding two Open Mornings on 17th 
and 18th October between 9.00am and 11.00am. 

This is your opportunity to meet the staff and students and 
find out more about our wonderful local school. 

 

We look forward to seeing you.        
 Gill Jackson and all at SKS 

 

Being Here, with God 
A meditation of St Cuthbert from Lindisfarne, much treasured by Peter 
Burke and now by his son Paul; a moving inclusion in Peter’s funeral 
service [Thursday, May 5th, 2022]: 

 
In the stillness, be still. 
In the quietness, be quiet. 
In the present be present. 
Be . . . . . present. 
Be . . . . . quiet 
Be . . . . . still. 
Be . . . . . yourself. 
Be . . . . . at peace. 
Be . . . . . here. 
In the Presence. 
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Iconic Images of Life on the Moor 
If you have a favourite photo of life on our 

patch, do please send it to the eds – see over 
for address – and we’ll use where it fits. Big or 
small, landmark or fleeting moment, animal, 

vegetable or mineral – it’s up to you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Along with the co-op, the church, the market and shops, we’re 
grateful to still have a Post Office, thanks to Brian and the team. 
David P snapped this happy meeting as Janice rejoiced in being  

able to get out and about again.  
 
 
 


